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Plastic pollution is one of the most urgent environmental and public 
health challenges of our time. As global negotiations for a plastic treaty 
advance, African nations particularly within the East African Communi-
ty have a unique opportunity to shape effective, inclusive plastic gover-
nance. Yet, enforcement gaps, weak public participation, and institutional 
limitations persist. Local governments bear the responsibility for man-
aging plastic waste, while informal waste pickers remain excluded from  
policy processes meant to support a just transition to a plastic-free fu-
ture. Further still, opportunities for scientists, policy makers and civil so-
ciety to work together towards a just plastic-free transition are rare. 

To address these gaps, the Centre for Environment Justice and Develop-
ment (CEJAD), in partnership with the Swedish International Centre for 
Local Democracy (ICLD) and with support from The Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), is hosting a regional conference 
exploring the link between plastic governance and democratic institu-
tions.

Themes include:
 » Plastic policy frameworks in Kenya, East Africa, and globally
 » Grassroots innovations in plastic waste reduction
 » Civil society engagement in plastic governance
 » Marine plastic pollution
 » The plastics and public health nexus

The conference will feature keynote presentations by researchers, poli-
cymakers, and practitioners; a Democracy Lab with local officials, CSOs, 
and grassroots waste pickers; film exhibitions showcasing community 
innovations; and site visits to learn from waste picker-led initiatives.

PLASTIC GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS CONFERENCE

Participation is by invitation.
For more information please contact dorothy@cejadkenya.org

website: www.cejadkenya.org


